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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
2016-2017 SMPS UTAH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WHAT’S INSIDE

It’s spring time again, and that means one thing: time to nominate your new SMPS Utah Board of Directors! So, that’s probably 
not the only reason to look forward to spring, but it is a great time to try something new and get involved with our chapter. We are 
looking for talented professionals like you to serve on our 2016-2017 Board of Directors. The Board helps steer the future of our 
chapter and lead our members in fulfilling the goals of educating members, improving member benefits, and becoming thought 
leaders in the AEC industry. The positions available are:

Nominations are due by 5:00 pm on Friday, April 15. Self nominations are allowed. To submit a nomination and view eligibility 
requirements, please visit the announcements section at www.smpsutah.org.

• President-Elect (3-year commitment)

• Treasurer (2-year commitment)

• Director of Membership

• Director of Programs

• Director of Education

• Director of Communications

• Director of Sponsorship

• Director of Special Events

• Secretary

WELL DONE!
We are proud to announce Paige Pryor is the latest SMPS Utah member to achieve Certified 
Professional Services Marketer designation. By definition, a CPSM “is recognized as an individual 
who has met a rigorous standard of experience and expertise in marketing professional services 
and has demonstrated their knowledge of the practice and related disciplines through a thorough 
examination of marketing competency.”

Paige joined Layton Construction at the end of 2006 as a Marketing Coordinator. Assigned to 
champion marketing efforts for both the Hawaii offices and the Interior Construction Specialists 

group, her key responsibility is the layout and production of proposals, with additional projects including such tasks as the creation 
of direct mail pieces, trade show support materials and company collateral upgrades. Also the company photographer, Paige 
loves to visit project sites, both finished and under construction. She is always amazed by the construction process and loves 
to see the transformation from pen and ink to brick and mortar. As captain of the Layton Construction running team, started in 
2015, Paige has organized group participation in the Ragnar Relay and the Snowbird Hidden Peak Challenge, keeping the team 
motivated with periodic emails on training, injury prevention/recovery, and overall health tips.
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Mine Your Own Business:  
Dig Deep to Hit Pay Dirt
Your future as a professional marketer is much brighter when you can 
confidently take part in your firm’s strategic and financial decision-making.

Join SMPS Utah for this upcoming workshop presented by:

Now is the time for all good marketers to get excited about budget and financial 
management. AEC firms are still cautious when it comes to re-investing in marketing and 
business development programs. The sooner you understand the way money moves in, out, 
and through your firm’s marketing initiatives, the more value you will bring to your role.

Wednesday, May 11, 2016
7:30 - 11:00 am

The Falls Event Center at Trolley Square
580 South 600 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84102

For additional information and to register for this 
event, visit www.smpsutah.org.

Kevin Hebblethwaite, FSMPS, CPSM 
Senior Consultant 
Full Sail Partners

Ken Higa, AIA, MBA, LEED AP 
Senior Associate/Marketing Director 
Perkins+Will

Photos by Dana Sohm, Sohm Photographx

April
1 year: Chris Herrera – Associated Builders & Contractors
2 years: Erika Engberson – Dave Robinson Architects
4 years: Gabe Kramer – Envision Engineering
5 years: Eric Stratford – R&O Construction
11 years: Catherine Curtis, CPSM – Lochner
16 years: Mike Buell, FSMPS, CPSM – CCI Mechanical

May
1 year: Kayla Farr – FFKR Architects 
1 year: Aimee McKinlay – CRS Engineers
2 years: Darlene Batatian, – Terracon Consultants
2 years: Heidi Nielsen, CPSM – FFKR Architects
5 years: Jeff Holley – Vision Graphics
7 years: Tracy Neale – GSBS Architects
15 years: Linda Hansen – Ensign Engineering & Land Surveying

June
1 year: Paige Pryor, CPSM – Layton Construction
4 years: Amber Craighill – BHB Engineers
7 years: Ibi Guevara – Hunt Electric
10 years: Randall Smith – modern8

HAPPY SMPS ANNIVERSARY  
TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS!

ANNIVERSARIES
WE HAVE 

THE POWER,

THE PEOPLE,

THE EXPERIENCE,

AND THE 

TECHNOLOGY TO

BUILD ANY PROJECT, 

ANY SIZE.

With 100 years of proven expertise, Cache Valley Electric has led the high voltage and transmission

construction industry with site preparation, substation installation, and maintenance-related projects 

throughout the United States. Learn more at: cve.com

Corporate Office - Logan, UT

435.752.6405

Salt Lake City, UT

801.908.6666

Additional offices located in Oregon, Texas and Arkansas
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Lori Burlison, Marketing Coordinator 
KIER Construction Corporation
What most excites you about your work? 
Our people! I get to work with some extraordinary human beings. And I get paid to be 
creative.

What is a good lesson you learned the hard way? 
“And once the storm is over, you won’t remember how you made it through, how you 
managed to survive. You won’t even be sure, whether the storm is really over. But one thing 
is certain. When you come out of the storm, you won’t be the same person who walked in. 
That’s what the storm’s all about.” – Haruki Murakami

Where do you find inspiration? 
Mountains, books and music.

Share one thing we’d be surprised to learn about you. 
Once upon a time I sold everything I could and moved to an island in the Pacific.

Christina Alfaro, Marketing Coordinator 
Design West Architects
What most excites you about your work? 
Finishing a proposal – seeing the final product and knowing I helped put it together. Of 
course the most exciting part is when I receive an email announcing we WON the project.

What is a good lesson you learned the hard way? 
Never assume you have “enough time” to deliver a proposal. Life, traffic and other things can 
happen. So try to always be prepared. 

Where do you find inspiration? 
My son, online, my hobbies (shopping). I like to observe and ideas begin popping in my 
mind. I like to see what’s out there and try to create something unique and different.

Share one thing we’d be surprised to learn about you. 
I never went to eighth grade. I moved to Mexico after finishing seventh grade and lived there for almost two years. When I came 
back to Arizona I was allowed to start ninth grade. I had a 4.0 GPA my freshmen and sophomore years and got my first and only 
B+ in an Accelerated English class! I am the first generation to go to and graduate from college and have two Bachelor’s degrees.

INTRODUCING
OUR NEWEST SMPS UTAH MEMBERS

Meagan Lang, Business Development Assistant 
BNA Consulting
What most excites you about your work? 
Getting to know our clients. As a beginner in the industry, working with new and experienced 
individuals is a stimulating part of my job.

What is a good lesson you learned the hard way? 
Take as many detailed notes as possible, and explain back to whomever you are working 
with on a project what they are looking for. Someone may have a project set up in their mind 
one way, and you can interpret the message another way. Have clear lines of communication 
and don’t be afraid to ask questions.

Where do you find inspiration? 
From my mentors. I have been blessed to work with people who take a dedicated interest in 

my growth and development. These people are willing to do what they can to help me succeed in the professional arena. I work 
my hardest so that I don’t let them down! 

Share one thing we’d be surprised to learn about you. 
I am very interested in public policy. I would love to run for elected office to help advance Utah to its full potential as a great state 
to raise your family. 
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Jeff Haderlie, Marketing & Business Development,  
Westland Construction, Inc.
What most excites you about your work? 
Working with raw information and ideas and molding them into a great proposal, marketing 
campaign or an internal project that makes us proud to be part of the Westland family.

What is a good lesson you learned the hard way? 
Always under-promise and over-deliver. If you don’t know the answer to a question, don’t BS your 
way through it. Rather, tell your client “That is a great question. I don’t have an answer for you right 
now but I will find the answer and get back to you ASAP” and then do what you said you would as 
soon as possible. Clients respect that. Did the opposite once, got hit by it and never did it again.

Where do you find inspiration? 
In the world around me every day. If you become a conscious and observant person, you can 
gain great inspiration and insight in every color, landscape, person, situation and environment that 

you can experience throughout the day. You just have to look for it.

Share one thing we’d be surprised to learn about you. 
I listen to Baroque classical music while I cook. But classic rock, alternative and EDM the rest of the time.

Lori Epling, Marketing Manager, Jones & DeMille Engineering
How did you get into the AEC industry? 
I was working as a legal assistant in Los Angeles when my husband and I decided to move to 
Central Utah to be closer to family, enjoy a slower pace of life and raise our children in a more 
family-friendly environment. Jones & DeMille’s corporate office is located in Richfield. I began 
working with them over 10 years ago and learning about the AEC industry.

What most excites you about your work? 
My favorite thing about marketing is the proposal process. I enjoy being involved from the go/no-
go and strategy meetings, to the layout/writing of the information, creating graphics and new ways 
to present information, the team involvement and the polished end product. 

What has been the hardest lesson to learn professionally? 
How to “embrace change” not “endure change.” You can never get too comfortable for there 
is always something new to master, learn or discover. Whether it is industry trends, software, 
technology, innovation, different forms of media, or business development, there is always 
something new around the corner. 

If you could visit anywhere in the world, where would you go? 
This was an easy question for me. It would be England. It is the only item on my “bucket list!” I am such a Jane Austen fan and would 
love to experience London, the surrounding regions and England’s rich history. 

What’s your favorite thing to do on a Sunday afternoon? 
I love spending time with family whether it is playing games, taking nature walks or just talking. When I am not spending time with family, I 
love to read. It is such a treat to wrap up in a cozy blanket with a Jane Austen book, a good biography or a suspenseful mystery. 

OUR NEWEST SMPS UTAH MEMBERS
continued

Full-Service Electrical Contractor: Commercial, Industrial, Mining, Data Centers,  
Healthcare, Institutional, Mixed-use, and Hospitality

Specialty Services: Design-Build Engineering ~ Infrastructure ~ Traffic ~ Transmission and Distribution
Fiber Optic ~ DataCommunication ~ Audio Visual ~ Security ~ Distributed Antenna Systems

Solar Design, Installation and Maintenance

Standard, Preventive and Emergency Electrical Service

1863 West Alexander St.
Salt Lake City, UT 84119 HuntElectric.com
801-975-8844

8020 Southpark Cir, Ste. 100
Littleton, CO 80125

720-458-9377

Now providing powerful solutions  
from our office in 

Littleton, Colorado

Providing powerful solutions since 1986.

Park City  
Film Studio 
Park City, UT

Hunt Half-page 122815 r2.indd   1 12/28/15   3:20 PM

ENGINEERING REDEFINED SINCE 1986
www.colvinengineering.com
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We still have great 2016 sponsorship opportunities available, including Golf Tournament and November Round Table sponsors. 
Details are listed below. To claim your spot, contact Jackie McGill at 801.401.8405 or jxm@spectrum-engineers.com. 

SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Golf Tournament Sponsors
All sponsors will receive verbal recognition at the luncheon following 
the annual golf tournament in addition to the following benefits 
associated with each sponsorship.

Hole Sponsor 9 available $250

• Company name at sponsored hole
• Space for a company table or display at sponsored hole

Breakfast Sponsor 2 available $250 

• Table tents at breakfast table displaying your company’s logo

Lunch Sponsor 1 available $350 

• Table tents at each table displaying your company’s logo

November Round Table Sponsorships  
(2016 Topic: Transportation and Transit-oriented Development across the State)

Title Sponsor 1 available $750

• Three luncheon attendees at November round table luncheon
• Five minutes to discuss your company at the start of the 

luncheon

Table Sponsor 9 available $200

• Sit at the table of your choice and introduce the speaker at the 
start of each discussion (table choice based on first come, first 
served)

• Your company logo on a table tent at “your” table
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April Education Event: 
Creating a Business 
Development Culture 

Our very own Michael Buell, FSMPS, CPSM 
will be sharing his 23+ years of expertise in 
leading marketing and business development 
departments and managing principals’ 
business development responsibilities in a 
lively workshop-style event. This session will 
focus on how best to leverage the strengths 
of colleagues, how to gain respect throughout 
your firm, how to maximize your impact on 
your firm’s pursuit hit rate, and how to be the 
strategic leader that you can and must be! 

Michael has worked with construction, 
architecture and engineering consulting 
firms from regional to national in market 
size. Throughout his tenure, Michael has 
continued to build strong relationships with 
clients, colleagues and peers alike from coast 
to coast. Whether for his firm at any given 
time or for the thousands of marketing and 
technical staff he has lead training sessions 
for, Michael’s number one goal has always 
been to help others build stronger and more 
abundant client relationships.

LOCATION: Hunt Electric 
  1863 W. Alexander Street 
  West Valley, City, UT 

DATE & TIME: Wednesday, April 13 
  8:00 – 10:00 am

SPONSOR: Colvin Engineering 
  Associates

April Lunch Program: 
DFCM and Legislative Session 
Report
Join us for networking with Eric Tholen, the 
new Director of DFCM. Eric will present DFCM 
updates and report on the outcome of the 
legislative session.

LOCATION: The Falls Event Center at  
  Trolley Square 
  580 South 700 East 
  Salt Lake City, UT

DATE & TIME:  Wednesday, April 20 

  11:15 am - 1:00 pm

SPONSOR: Ascent Construction

Senior Marketers Forum: 
Apples to Apples
Apples-to-Apples! May’s Senior Forum will 
be a discussion on ways to help owners 
develop tools that provide the most beneficial 
and comparable information for hiring AEC 
consultants.

This member-only lunch provides a forum 
for senior marketers (12+ years in the AEC 
industry) to discuss topics pertinent to their 
companies and career. It is also an intimate 
atmosphere to network with peers.

Seating is very limited, so register today!

LOCATION: The New Yorker 
  60 W. Market Street 
  Salt Lake City, UT 

DATE & TIME: Thursday, April 21 
  11:30 am – 1:00 pm

SMPS Utah Awards Gala Lunch 
& Donate to the 4th on the 5th

Celebrate the achievements of Utah’s top AEC 
firms and professionals at our 2016 Charity & 
Awards Gala.

Proceeds from our Gala will help to support 
the Fourth Street Clinic, a clinic dedicated to 
helping homeless Utahns improve their health 
and quality of life by providing high-quality 
health care and support services.

LOCATION: Red Tree Room at 
  Red Iguana 2  
  28 North 900 West 
  Salt Lake City, UT 

DATE:  Thursday, May 5

May Program: 
Mine Your Own Business:  
Dig Deep to Hit Pay Dirt
Now is the time for all good marketers to 
get excited about budget and financial 
management. AEC firms are still cautious 
when it comes to re-investing in marketing and 
business development programs. The sooner 
you understand the way money moves in, out, 
and through your firm’s marketing initiatives, 
the more value you will bring to your role.

Presented by:

• Kevin Hebblethwaite, FSMPS, CPSM, 
Senior Consultant, Full Sail Partners

• Ken Higa, AIA, MBA, LEED AP, 
Senior Associate/Marketing Director, 
Perkins+Will 

LOCATION: The Falls Event Center at  
  Trolley Square 
  580 South 700 East 
  Salt Lake City, UT

DATE & TIME: Wednesday, May 11 
  7:30 am – 11:00 am

SPONSOR: Hunt Electric

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

For more information or to register 
for any of these events,  
visit www.smpsutah.org.
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Emerging Professionals Group: 
Vision Graphics - Promotional 
Item Best Practices and Tour
Join SMPS Utah’s Emerging Professional 
Group and Vision Graphics as they host us 
for an inside look into the production and 
possibilities of promotional items. Attendants 
will learn how to best work with vendors to set 
up artwork when ordering promotional items, 
whether printed or logoed promotional items. 
We’ll take a tour of Vision Graphic’s facility and 
learn about the different products they offer.

Attendant Profile: SMPS members and 
nonmembers with fewer than five years of 
AEC industry experience and varying levels of 
Photoshop expertise are welcome.

Lunch will be provided.

LOCATION: Vision Graphics 
  2525 South 900 West 
  Salt Lake City, UT 

DATE & TIME: Tuesday, May 17 
  12:00 – 1:00 pm

Annual Charity Golf Tournament
Join us for a fun golf day while supporting a 
great charity and networking with clients and 
peers at Old Mill Golf Course.

This year, proceeds from the tournament 
will benefit the Fourth Street Clinic, a clinic 
dedicated to helping homeless Utahns 
improve their health and quality of life by 
providing high-quality health care and support 
services.

LOCATION: Old Mill Golf Course 
  6080 Wasatch Blvd. 
  Salt Lake City, UT 

DATE & TIME: Friday, June 24 
  7:30 am – 2:00 pm

UPCOMING EVENTS
continued

For more information 
or to register for any 
of these events, visit  
www.smpsutah.org.
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I am what they call in our business a “senior marketer.” That doesn’t necessarily mean that a 
senior marketer is old (although that is accurate in my case); it means that I have been in the 
business long enough to supposedly know what I am doing.

So, when I attended the SMPS Education Committee’s “Proposal Boot Camp” last month, 
I didn’t expect to come away with much. But I did. I learned about how to use infographics 
instead of text; I learned about a service to proofread my proposals; a friend sitting next to me 
told me how she was using the cloud-based Emaze for presentations instead of PowerPoint. 
I was reminded not to be lazy about proposal kick-off meetings, that being explicit in requests 
from consultants gets better information, and that I really need professional looking construction 
photos.

The marketing sands are constantly shifting in the AEC industry. Technology is constantly 
improving. In Utah, our competition’s responses to requests for proposals and interviews have 
become better and smarter. As a result, our clients expect excellent proposals and whiz-bang 
interviews. In order to stand tall in these shifting sands, AEC marketers need to be very savvy. 

I am so thankful for SMPS education programs. Not only do the programs do a good job 
“training up” the new generation of marketers, they keeps us senior marketers current with the 
latest trends, insights, technology and strategies for selling design and construction services. 
Every time I go to a program, I take away something new that helps me do my job better.

On the SMPS Board we frequently talk about what we have to offer the senior marketer. In fact 
our Program in May, “Mine Your Own Business”, is directed to those of us who have to deal 
with budgets, return on investment, profits and the bottom line. But if we are smart we won’t 
get too big for our britches, and lose touch with the elemental parts of getting work, and get left 
behind. SMPS keeps me grounded.

Best wishes,

Fran

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fran Pruyn, CPSM
President, SMPS Utah
Senior Principal, Marketing & 
Business Development
CRSA
801.746.6801
fran@crsa-us.com

We are very lucky to have such fantastic members in the Utah chapter, and we really enjoy telling everyone how great 
you all are. Please let us know when you, or any of our members, get promoted, a new job, obtain a professional license 
or certification, or any other professional achievement. We’d love to include your news on social media and in upcoming 
newsletters. Let us help spread the word!

WHAT’S THE BUZZ?
TELL US WHAT’S HAPPENING!
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NEWSLETTER IDEAS?
If you have information or article ideas for upcoming 
newsletters, contact Stephanie Ray at 801.352.5990 or 
stephanie.ray@mbakerintl.com.

THANKS 
TO OUR SPONSORS!

SMPS LIBRARY
Information
Need some information or a good book?  
Contact Amber Craighill at 801.355.5656 or 
amber.craighill@bhbengineers.com. 

JOB SEEKERS
Check out smpsutah.org!
There are lots of exciting opportunities posted on the 
SMPS Utah Job Board. For more information visit  
www.smpsutah.org/job-board.
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SBR Technologies/
Vision Graphics Sohm Photografx Utah Construction and Design Magazine

Reaveley Engineers + Associates Spectrum Engineers Think Architecture

Dunn Associates, Inc. Envision Engineering GSBS Architects MarketLink

ABC Utah BHB Engineers Design West Architects


